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A church is much more than a building.  
However, a building enhances ministry.   
 

First Parish is building an addition to our iconic 
Meeting House, creating modern spaces to house 
existing ministries and foster new ones. This 
center will offer a space for worship and rest; 
learning and serving; nurturing and caring - a 
space of grace.    
 

This addition weaves together many hopes. But all 
of these hopes rest on the cornerstone of our one 
Hope, Jesus Christ. The scripture verse that 
grounds this campaign concludes by saying this 
hope causes us to “act with great boldness”.  
 

Our Christian story is full of bold acts of faith, 
hope and love.  As part of the United Church of 
Christ, we affirm that God is “still speaking” 
words of hope to us.  We are engaged in the bold 
act of imagining the future and building a new 
space because a church is a trust, a gift to the next 
generation.  What a privilege to be part of 
something bigger than ourselves! 
 

Our prayerful decision to build is guided by faith 
in God, our help in ages past and our hope for 
years to come. May this good news open hearts 
and hands. May we respond with generosity and 
abundance.  
  
Because we have such a Hope…we act with great boldness.   
 
May it be so! 
 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE 
 

We invite you to prayerfully offer your support in 
any of the following ways. 
   

• A gift paid weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually 
for the next three years.  Pledge cards are 
available which include information on 
Electronic Funds Transfer. 

 

• A gift in the form of stocks, real estate or other 
assets.  Please contact the church office at 
781-326-5344 to speak with the Assistant 
Treasurer. 

 

• A one-time gift.  Checks should be made 
payable to First Parish of Westwood with 
“Capital Campaign” on the memo line.  

 

• For on-line giving, go to our website 
www.firstparishwestwood.org . 

 
All gifts and pledges will be confidential 

and will be acknowledged in writing for proper tax credit 

 
 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PRAYER 
 

God of the past, present and future; 
 

We thank you for the countless ways you have inspired, 
blessed, and guided First Parish for 283 years. 

 

Bless us with joy and courage as we build in faith together 
our hopes for today, tomorrow, and for years to come. 

 

Empower us with enthusiasm and trust as we enter into the 
bold endeavor of a capital campaign. 

 

Open our ears to hear your word; open our minds to know 
your will; open our hearts and our hands in generosity. 

 

In the name of our Hope, Jesus Christ, we humbly pray.  
Amen. 
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What does church look like in the 21st century?  
After contemplating that question for the past two 
years, First Parish determined that our new 
mission to love God, love our neighbors and love 
ourselves in a changing world required a new 
space; a space that will better bring people 
together.  As a result we made the bold move to 
sell our Parish Hall property. 
 
Now we begin our capital campaign, Building in 
Faith Together, in order to build a facility that is 
technologically smart, ecologically sensitive, 
completely accessible, and above all, welcoming.  
Connected to our historic church edifice, the new 
addition will serve the current and future needs of 
the congregation and the surrounding community 
with adaptable spaces for spiritual, educational, 
administrative and community functions.  
 
This project, carefully and prayerfully considered 
by the congregation, will allow for existing 
ministries to be more effective and for new 
ministries to arise.    
 

OUR MISSION 
 

WE LOVE GOD 

by growing spiritually through daily prayer, weekly 
worship, music, Bible study, stewardship and 
developing small groups. 
 

WE LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS 

by helping people and organizations in our local 
community and world through outreach and 
hands-on mission. 
 

WE LOVE OURSELVES 

by honoring sabbath, by taking time and making 
space to renew and recharge our souls, minds and 
strength. 

TTTTOGETHEROGETHEROGETHEROGETHER    
 

OUR CAMPAIGN GOAL IS $600,000 
 

There is an African proverb that says, “If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go far, go together.”   
By going together, we will go far, achieving our campaign goal.  By going together, we will go far - into God’s 
future for us.  Let’s do our part, in our time, together.   
 

• $600,000 is a big goal, but not when we work at it together.  Current construction costs require that 
additional Capital Campaign funds supplement the proceeds we already have from the sale of the 
Parish Hall property.  Together with designated church funds, this will allow us to build an addition 
to the Meeting House which will fulfill parish life and mission goals both today and into the future.   

 

• This campaign asks each of us to consider the enormous generosity of love, commitment, and money 
that past generations have poured into First Parish over the past 285 years.  Today, we are challenged 
to confront our doubts and to face down our fears, and to celebrate the abundance that God has 
showered upon us.   

 

WE WILL DO IT TOGETHER  
 

WE WILL ASK everyone to help.  Some can offer more and some can offer less, but pledges and gifts both 
large and small will be needed to meet our goal.  We can do it, together. 
 

WE WILL CELEBRATE the beginning of our Capital Campaign with a festive celebration at Sky Restaurant, 
complete with the first reveal of the early fundraising results.        
 

WE WILL REACH OUT in a variety of ways to all who have ties to our community.   

• Members and friends of First Parish will receive informational letters about the campaign, personal visits, and 
invitations to events and celebrations. 

• Our neighbors in the wider community are also invited to help us reach our goal.  An important part of our 
mission is to create a space which embraces community activities and enhances our ability to help people 
and organizations, near and far.  The potential is unlimited, if we reach our goal!     

 

Your help is needed!  See the back of this brochure for information on how to contribute. 

 
YOU ARE INVITED 

 

November 16, 2014 
Celebration of pledges and gifts received 

 

Spring, 2015 
Groundbreaking 


