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 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

 Gathering 

Preparation  
We have all had, at least fleetingly, an experience of home. Home is where no one ever 
forgets your name.  Home is where no matter what you have done, you will be 
confronted, forgiven, and accepted.  Home is where there is always a place for you at the 
table . . ..  The heart of justice is participation in God’s economy or God’s household. 

 Douglas Meeks 
 
 
 
 

RINGING OF THE HOUR Bob Deininger, Transition Committee Chair 
 
 

WELCOME  Ethan & Darlene Wong Cancell (Zachary Cancell) 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION Rev. Richard Edens Interim Pastor 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC Intermezzo in A Major Johannes Brahms
  Dr. Sarah Tocco, Director of Music 
 
 

Encountering the Word 

WORD FOR ALL AGES Patricia Hatch, Minister of Christian Education 
 
 Reader: Kathleen Davis
LESSON  Matthew 22:34-46, NRSV 
Jesus has been challenged by those who have been challenged by his display of authority ever since he arrived in Jerusalem.  Having 
just responded to challenges from the Sadducees, another competing party for an authoritative interpretation of the faith, the 
Pharisees, now confront him. 
   

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to 
test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:  You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Now while the Pharisees were gathered 
together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 
He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I 
put your enemies under your feet” ’? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor 
from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.  

 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
>>> over >> 
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MESSAGE Rev. Dr. Jill Edens, Interim Pastor 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER CONCLUDING WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Dr. Jill Edens, Interim Pastor 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

ANTHEM  Change My Heart, O God Eddie Espinosa 
  Dr. Sarah Tocco, Director of Music 
 
 
 

Giving Thanks in Response to the Word 

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD AND TO ONE ANOTHER  Rev. Dr. Jill Edens, Interim Pastor 
Until that day when we gather again in the sanctuary, please send your tithes and gifts for First Parish to the church office at 252 
Nahatan Street, Westwood, MA 02090.  
 
 
 
Let us pray.  As we give ourselves and our offerings, O God, may they reveal your love.  Awaken in us a love for you and for one 
another that is contagious.  May we grow in holiness and compassion, living joyously in communion with you.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Sending 

BENEDICTION    Rev. Dr. Jill Edens, Interim Pastor 
 
 

BLESSING IN MUSIC Go in Peace First Parish Choir 
  Dr. Sarah Tocco, Director of Music 
 
 
 


