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 Gathering 

Preparation  
Advent moves backward. It begins at the End, and it ends by moving back to the beginning of the 
story of Jesus.   Advent concludes with texts that point not to the future coming, but to that coming of 
the Savior already accomplished, which has brought hope and life for the cosmos.  Advent gives us 
the chance to groan, to cry out together for the Day that is promised, and to declare that we can see 
its coming in the coming of Jesus.  The somber warnings in the early part of Advent give way to 
words of wonder at God’s unstoppable mercy.  Advent is a season that the culture has not co-opted 
and isn’t likely to.  Advent leads into a deeply counter cultural place: a place of waiting and hope. 

  Brian Peterson, The Season of Advent 
 
 
 

RINGING OF THE HOUR Bob Deininger, Transition Committee Chair 
 
 

LIGHTING ADVENT WREATH Jesse Aguilar and Amie Colcord (Fina, Marco) 
Reader 1:  O that you, O God, would tear open the heavens and come down! Isa. 64:1 

Reader 2:  The days are surely coming, says our God Jer. 33:14 
when I will fulfill my promise to my people. 

All:     Justice and peace will fill the land 
      And all will live in harmony and safety. 
      Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
Reader:  We light this candle as a sign of hope in the promise of God’s reign. 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC Jesus, Name above All Names Naida Hearn 
  Dr. Sarah Tocco, Director of Music 

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful savior, glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 

 
 
 

Encountering the Word 

 Reader: Roger Christian
LESSON Mark 13:24-37, NRSV 
Mark’s original readers may have heard these words as a commentary on the Jewish revolt against Rome around 70 CE.  The 
experience of suffering and futility has not been limited to that one rebellion.  Every age and every life will experience “the end of the 
known world.”  Jesus affirms suffering and futility is not over while assuring us there will be an end to all such things.  Something 
new will happen so be ready, stay awake. 
 

“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.  
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  “From the fig 
tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
 >>> over >> 
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So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.   “But about that day or 
hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch.  Therefore, keep awake--for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake.” 
 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Rowland H. Prichard 
  Dr. Sarah Tocco, Director of Music 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

 
 

MESSAGE Rev. Richard Edens, Interim Pastor 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER CONCLUDING WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Richard Edens, Interim Pastor 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 
 

ANTHEM  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 15th Century French Melody 
  Dr. Sarah Tocco, Director of Music 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
 
 

Giving Thanks in Response to the Word 

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD AND TO ONE ANOTHER  Rev. Richard Edens, Interim Pastor 
Until that day when we gather again in the sanctuary, please send your tithes and gifts for First Parish to the church office at 252 
Nahatan Street, Westwood, MA 02090.  Or you may give through PayPal by clicking on the Donate button on the church’s 
website: https://www.firstparishwestwood.org/. 
 
 
 

Sending 

BENEDICTION    Rev. Richard Edens, Interim Pastor 
 
 

BLESSING IN MUSIC Go in Peace First Parish Choir 
  Dr. Sarah Tocco, Director of Music 
 


