
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING! 
OCTOBER 12TH-OCTOBER 31ST

 
 

SALE BEGINS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12TH 
 

Our Pumpkin Patch will be open beginning Saturday, October 13th from 10AM-5PM. 
We will then continue to be open weekends through October 28th and daily from 
Monday, October 29th-Wednesday, October 31st.  
 

We are currently in need of volunteers for the following shifts: 
 

 Saturday, Oct. 12th : 10AM-12:30PM, 12:30-3:00PM  
 Sunday, Oct. 13th: 11:30AM-2:30PM, 2:30-5PM 
 Saturday, Oct. 19th : 10AM-12:30PM, 12:30-3:00PM, 3-5PM 
 Sunday, Oct. 20th : 11:30AM-2:30PM, 2:30-5PM 
 Saturday, Oct. 26th: 10AM-12:30PM, 12:30-3PM, 3-5PM 
 Monday Oct. 28th : 3-6PM  
 Wednesday Oct. 28th : 3-6PM  

 

A sign-up sheet with all of the open shifts is posted outside the office, or contact 
Martha Crawford at (781) 326-0710 or mcswestwood@gmail.com. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB HIKE 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH 9:30AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a Breakfast Club hike for 
Middle School and High School 
students at Hale Reservation on 
Sunday, October 6th.  We would also 
like to invite fifth graders to attend this 
year!  
 
The hike will be led by Brian Bayer and 
Dan Der Marderosian. Youth will meet 
at the church at 9:30am on Sunday, 
dressed in clothes suitable for hiking. 
Permission slips will be emailed out to 
all Breakfast Club parents and fifth 
graders. The colors should be amazing; 
youth will get to experience some of 
the beauty of God's creation while 
being in the community! 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH 11:30AM 

 
All creatures and their human friends 
are invited to First Parish on October 
6th at 11:30 AM for the Blessing of the 
Animals. Anticipating “a cheerfully 
chaotic event,” the church welcomes 
residents of Westwood and local 
communities to participate in this 
family activity.  
 

 

 
All pets should be managed on a leash 
or in a cage or container. For children 
who find themselves unable to have a 
pet, teddy bears and other stuffed 
animal companions may be brought 
for a blessing. Anyone who has a sick 
or immobile pet or one that is 
deceased is welcome to bring a leash 
or other memento to participate in a 
remembrance.   
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FROM THE PASTOR 
REV. CHRISTOPHER L. DODGE  

 
 

As someone who grew up on Mr. Rogers and looking forward to the movie about his 
life to be in theatres soon (Tom Hanks will play Mr. Rogers),  I shared in a sermon 
these words from Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg. Fred Rogers was an amazing person, 
pastor, teacher and neighbor. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Chris   
 

While you're in your Mr. Rogers feels (the trailer for the new biopic was just released), a few things to remind you about his 
radical (for our culture) theology.  

He was a Presbyterian minister whose life’s work was built almost entirely (if not entirely) around Leviticus 19:18 (Love your 
neighbor as yourself.)  

Hence... the neighborhood. 

That looked like this: 

“To love someone is to strive to accept that person exactly the way he or she is, right here and now." Rev. Fred Rogers 

It looked like this:  

King Friday Establishes Border Guard -- The very first episode in 1968, while the Vietnam War was raging. Just addressed 
the thing head-on. 

It looked like this:  

As swimming pool integration became a major issue, he washed his and François Clemmons/Officer Clemmons' feet 
together in a kiddie pool.  

Presumably the good Rev. Rogers was fully holding the Christian meaning of foot washing in his choices.  

It looked like this:  

"What does assassination mean?" after the murder of RFK in 1968. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMuzZZVHxro) 

Again, naming true things and simply holding space to let children deal with them--rather than trying to hide or minimize or 
gaslight because it seems too hard.  

It strikes me that the entirety of Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood can be summed up as:  

Cultivate empathy.  
Be curious.  
It’s ok to have hard feelings.  

And most of all, love your neighbor as yourself.  

I think this is all a theological stance. About who we are, and who God is. 

I believe Fred Rogers tried to love each and every one of us the way he believed God loves each and every one of us.  

I believe he saw his job as looking with a loving, empathetic eye at another and saying, as God did to Adam in the garden, 
"Ayeka?" Where are you? 

And that his job was to wait patiently for, and to make open space for, the answer: Heneni. Here I am.  

Wouldn't surprise me if he was a fan of Buber, of I-Thou, of all of me welcoming the encounter with all of you. 

(continued on next page) 
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Here's some of his work aimed at grownups. You can just YouTube for his commencement speeches and get fuel for your 
soul for days. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=907yEkALaAY) 

It's another beautiful investigation of Leviticus 19:18, the cornerstone of all his work.  

He sounds just like he does on the TV show, right? No major difference in how he is speaking to adults and children, as a TV 
star or honored keynoter.  

Because he was fully integrated, the same guy everywhere he was. There are no sides. There is just him. Heneini. Here I am. 

"Deep down, we know what matters in this life is more than winning for ourselves. What really matters is helping others 
win, too. Even if it means slowing down and changing our course now and again."  

From the commencement speech. Really: Listen. 

The implications of Rev. Rogers teachings on our society are truly radical.  

The things he offered to children--to people--were radical for our society. 

Radical activism looks like a lot of things.  

Find your way to make the world more whole and more just. 

And say: Heneni. 
Know that you are loved.  

Now go out there and do something that shows how loving your neighbor as yourself can manifest. 
 

 

 

 

WORSHIP 
 

 
  October 6 – World Communion Sunday 
 

Come and celebrate at the 
holy table Christians around 
the world share in common. 
We will conclude our series 
“Come to the Table” 
reflecting on the table as a 
place of joy.  

 
The October sermon series will be “Unrevealed Until Its 
Season”. Based upon the beautiful “Hymn of Promise”, for 
three Sundays, we will take our inspiration from a verse - 
Possibility, Mystery, Victory. 

 
The November sermon series will be “A Wonder-ful Life”.  
This four-week series about gratitude, generosity, 
abundance and stewardship brings in wisdom from the 
movie, “It’s A Wonderful Life”. 

 

ALL SOULS REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD 
 

During worship on Sunday, November 3rd at 10AM, we will remember those whose 
passing was marked at First Parish this past year, as well as others in our lives who 
have passed. 
 

WALK FOR HUNGER UPDATE 

The Westwood Interfaith 
Mini-Walk for Hunger was 
a success! People from 
various faith communities 
walked three miles and 
collected donations.  

It is always inspiring to see folks come together and 
work for such a good cause!  

 
Many people of all ages walked, and some young 
people volunteered at checkpoints along the way. A 
few days after the Walk, the organizers reported 
that $5226 was collected in donations and about 15 
bags of goods for the food pantry.  And they added 
that a few late donations had come in that weren’t 
reflected in that total. Thanks to all who 
participated! 
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR MINISTER OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PATRICIA HATCH 

 
 
 
I like the verses from Philippians 4:8&9 (CEB): “From now on, brothers and sisters, if 
anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus your thoughts on these 
things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, 
and all that is worthy of praise. Practice these things: whatever you learned, 
received, heard, or saw in us. The God of peace will be with you.” 

I like the shared responsibility between God and us. We need to focus our 
thoughts on things that are lovely and excellent and admirable. We need 
to practice doing good. When our thoughts and actions are excellent and 
aligned, then we can find peace, even in the midst of trials. I believe the 
God of Peace is always with us, however, we won’t experience this peace 
until we have trained ourselves to think and live in peace. And that 
includes our self-talk too. Are we peaceful and kind to ourselves in the 
stories we tell ourselves about ourselves? 

Parents and guardians have a special responsibility to 
help ensure their children are filling their minds with 
good things. Parents of young children need to set 
limits on what and how much their children consume 
via phone and computer and TV. Parents of teens 
need to be in communication with their teenagers on 
what they watch and listen to. Parents of adult 
children can still set good examples, however have 
the sometimes harder task of letting their adult 
children make their own decisions.  

Another important thing parents and guardians can 
do for their children is to encourage them to become 
aware of their self-talk. Encourage them to focus on 
the excellent things like Paul encourages his sisters 
and brothers to do in the Philippians verses.  

If we focus on what is good, our lives will be better. It 
is perhaps as simple and as hard as that. 

Blessings, 

Patricia  

 

 

OCTOBER CE SCHEDULE 
 
October 6 – Students start in the classroom. World Communion    
                      Sunday. Breakfast Club Hike at Hale for Breakfast   
                      Club and 5th graders. Animal Blessing at 11:30am. 
 
October 13 – Special activities in the back of the church.  
                        (Columbus Day weekend) 
 
October 20  – Students start in the sanctuary. 
 
October 27  – Students start in the sanctuary. 
 
November 3 – Students start in the classroom. Communion      
                           Sunday. Breakfast Club will meet. 
 
November 10 – Students start in the sanctuary. 
 
November 17 – Students start in the sanctuary. 
 
November 24 – Students start in the sanctuary.  
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FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 

 SARAH TOCCO 

Flats and Sharps 
 

It is fall and it is the season of harvesting, gathering and singing.  The weather gets cooler 
and everyone is quietly looking forward to Holidays and all wonderful things. 
 

There is abundant music for harvesting and hunting around this season 
and I am now pondering ‘Autumn concerto’ from ‘The Four Seasons’ by 
Vivaldi and ‘Hunting Song’ by Mendelssohn. 
 

I have listened to so much music from a young age and still, I get 
surprised how music truly touches my heart.  It is like getting a surprise 
birthday gift when I rediscover a piece of music which I haven’t listened 
to for a while. 
 

I am into Brahms piano music these days and I discovered an interesting 
fact that much of his solo piano works are in flat keys. 
 

A flat is an accidental used to lower a pitch ½ step, while a sharp is the 
opposite, ½ step higher from a pitch. 
 

In general, flat keys are felt more mellow and tender than sharp keys.  I 
guess it is due to a simple fact that music sounds lower in pitch. 
 

Sharp keys are usually bright, exciting and more upbeat than flat keys 
and this difference is felt more accurately on strings and winds. 
 

And I wonder why I am more drawn to flat-keyed music these days such 
as Brahms, Debussy and Schubert. 
 

Perhaps it is that I am getting mature and I get more comfort from such 
words as mellow, tender and calm rather than bright, upbeat and 
brilliance. 
 

A life is, indeed, short and I look back and suddenly, it crosses mind that I 
may be at the season of harvesting of my life. 
 

Some people harvest when they are young and some wait until later in 
life, everyone is different.  
 

If I am at the harvesting season of my life, then, no wonder, I am more 
attracted to words mellow, tender, calm and quiet. 
 

Now I smile as I listen to Brahms Intermezzo, and hope that my life 
reflects the words of flat-keys, mellow, tender and calm in harvesting 
season. 
 

Besides, flat-keyed music is a bit easier to read anyway. 
 

Warm regards,  

Dr. Sarah Tocco  

 

 

 

 

Everyone       Welcome   ̴ No Auditions 

Sings at Sunday morning 

10AM worship service 

Open Rehearsals: 

Wednesdays 7:30 PM/Sundays 9:00 AM 
 

Contact Music Director Sarah Tocco for our 

current schedule: haera@usa.net 
 

Commitment with Flexibility 
Sing as many weeks as you can, a season or 

two, or a more limited timeframe (e.g., 
Christmas or Easter) 

 

“I can’t sing.” Most of us are not soloists 

— that’s why we sing in a    group! 
Group singing is forgiving. The whole is 

greater than its parts! 
 

“I can’t read music.” Musical 

background is helpful but not necessary. 
We will help you! And with regular practice, 

you can learn to follow music. 
 

Food for Mind and Spirit 
We sing inspirational choral music, 

contemporary gospel, and works of classical 
masters. 

 

Feel Uplifted ̴  Gain Friends ̴  Gain Health 
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CONCERT SERIES 2019-2020 
FIRST PARISH OF WESTWOOD 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH: CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
 

We will have an exciting Christmas Concert with a world-renowned 
baritone, RaShaun Campbell, and Willie and Friends jazz band. The 
concert will start with beloved classic Christmas songs performed by 
RaShaun's golden voice and a fun-audience-participation Carols sing-
along. The concert will finish with a truly wonderful holiday treat…a 
special appearance from the North Pole for those who have not been 
naughty!  
 

Date: Saturday, December 7th @ 5:30 PM 
 

Suggested donation:  $10.00  
 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND: ALL BEETHOVEN PROGRAM 
 

To commemorate the 250th anniversary of Beethoven's birth, 
this violin-piano duo recital is dedicated to two of the most 
challenging works by Beethoven, 'The Kreutzer sonata' for violin 
and piano and 'Waldstein' sonata for solo piano. Both works 
encompass Beethoven's edge to push the limits of each 
instrument to the highest caliber possible. Please join us, it is 
sure to be an exciting afternoon experiencing the mastery of 
Beethoven.  

 
Date: Sunday, March 22nd @ 3:30 PM  
 

Snow Date: Sunday, March 29th @ 3:30 PM 
  

Suggested donation at the door: $10.00  
 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 9TH: A NIGHT OF MUSICALS AND ARIAS 
 

Please join us to celebrate beloved selections from Musicals and 
Operas, such as 'Carmen', 'Maria' and many more. The evening will 
feature world-renowned baritone, RaShaun Campbell, dashing young 
soprano, Laura DellaFera and other guest artists. This evening of music 
is sure to be a memorable one! 
 
Date: Saturday, May 9th @ 7 PM 
  

General Admission: $15.00  
 

Senior/Student Admission: $10.00  
 

Family cap, up to five members: $30.00  
 

Will Sordillo, saxophone  RaShaun Campbell, baritone 

Sarah Tocco, piano 

Harris Shilakowsky, violin 

Laura DellaFera, Soprano 
 RaShaun Campbell, baritone 
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FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE         
MARGERY  ERAMO 

 
 
 

As we head from Summer to Fall our outdoor pallet is changing. Cooler days are coming, leaves are changing color 
and falling off branches, squirrels are laying up acorns for winter food and daylight is getting shorter.  
We have been hearing a lot about climate change and no matter which side of this issue you are on, yes it is, no it 
isn’t, changes are taking place.   
 
On 9/14 our MACUCC offices closed so staff could attend the Boston Climate Strike at Boston City Hall Plaza. Don 
Remick, our Mass Conference Interim Minister & President wrote, “A huge crowd gathered to call us to act and vote 
for a sustainable and just planet for generations here and those to come.” Similar rallies were held in cities all over 
the US and beyond. All of this, the result of one young person, Greta Thunberg, wanting to do something about the 
climate crisis. Greta tried to organize a School Strike in her native Sweden but no one was interested. So Greta sat 
down outside the Swedish Parliament and handed out fliers with a long list of facts about the climate crisis, posted it 
on Twitter and Instagram and it went viral.  “And a child shall lead us”.    

 
 Reflection: 
 

The earth is the Lord’s, for it is the Lord’s self-manifestation. 
It is something God is saying and doing, 
an ongoing revelation, an unfolding word of God 
in which something of God’s thought and heart are disclosed…. 
The earth then is a revealed word of God, 
always alive and fresh, 
never frozen into human words which age and die…. 
The earth and everything in it are loving and saving words 
addressed to us and addressing each other. 
God says it all with rainbows and flowers, 
with rice and wheat, and the glory of sunsets, 
the charm of children, the beauty of brides, 
the innovativeness of youth and the prayers of trees, 
the mystery of silent things and the joy of friendship.” 
 
by Samuel Rayan, found in Earth Gospel: A Guide to Prayer for God’s Creation, Sam Hamilton Poore 

 
May we continue to care for God’s creation so our children and grandchildren all over the world will love and prosper 
on a Healthy Planet. 

 
Blessings, 

 
Marge 

 

WESTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL COAT DRIVE 
 
The students in The Education Cooperative’s High 
School class at Westwood High School is sponsoring a 
coat drive for Coats for Kids. A bin will be available in 
the church lobby beginning October 15th for any 
donations. Please note that adult sizes are also 
needed for some of the older children. 
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MUM DONATIONS 
Thank you to all who donated 
the beautiful mums that are 
now planted around the 
property.  
 

A special thank you to Jane Howard for coordinating 
mum donations and to those who helped with the 
plantings: Cyndi Gardner, Jane Howard, Joyce Marsh 
and Leslie Owen. 

WESTWOOD DAY SUCCESS 
It was great to share our cookies and our story with the 
community. Everyone who stopped by our booth left 
with a smile on their face and their sweet tooth 
satisfied. A big “thank you” to all our cookie bakers and 
volunteers.   

WELCOME THE ARC SOCIAL CLUB: 
 

 
Beginning in October, we will welcome the Social Club from the Arc of South Norfolk. 
The club is comprised of about 15 clients who meet for activities. They will be meeting 
in the Gathering Hall about twice a month through May.  
 
They also hope to participate in some of our events like the Pumpkins with Purpose and 
the Christmas Fair.  
 
In addition, they are open to parishioners who have special interests and skills to come 
to their meetings to lead activities (crafting, gardening, cooking, etc.)  If anyone is 
interested in this, please contact Pastor Chris.  
 

SAVE THE DATE: HARVEST DINNER 2019 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH 
5:30PM 
 
Celebrate the harvest season with a fall inspired dinner in the company of 
First Parish family and friends. If you would like to attend, please add your 
name to the sign-up sheet outside of the office. Menu and details coming 
soon. 
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HOLIDAY PHOTOS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SOLAR ARRAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In preparation for the installation of our 
solar array, four trees, adjacent to the 
patio were removed in order to maximize 
sun exposure to the panels.  Installation is 
projected for the end of October or 
beginning of November. 
 
In approving this project, the congregation 
also approved securing a loan of 
approximately $66,000 to pay for the 
panels and their installation. A very 
generous offer was made by a parishioner, 
who wishes to remain anonymous, to loan 
the church that amount without interest.  
What a blessing! Repayment terms will be 
finalized with the Church Council in the 
coming month and reported to the 
congregation. 
 
This project is a wonderful way for First 
Parish to be the church, caring for our 
environment.   
 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN - 2020 
 
Information and 
material for our 2020 
Budget appeal will be 
arriving both 
electronically and via 
snail mail in the coming 
weeks. Stay tuned! 
 

DIGNITY MATTERS COLLECTION 
Dignity Matters is a Framingham-based 
charity that supplies feminine hygiene 
products and underwear to women 
and school-age girls living in homeless 
or low-income situations, to help them 
stay healthy, regain self-confidence 
and live with basic dignity. 
 

We need YOUR help! During the month of October, 
you can support Dignity Matters and the thousands of 
women we support by bringing donations of pads, 
tampons, new underwear (with tags) and new (or 
gently used) bras. A donation bin is available in the 
church lobby. 
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LIFETIMES 
BAPTISMS: 
 
The sacrament of baptism is an outward 
and visible sign of the grace of God. 
Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is 
not only to us but also to our children, 
baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is 
the mark of their acceptance into the care 
of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their 
participation in God’s forgiveness, and the 
beginning of their growth into full Christian 
faith and discipleship. This Fall, we happily 
celebrate the baptisms of: 
 
 Abigail Margaret Leonard, daughter of 

Lauren & Ryan Leonard, on Sunday, 
September 15th. 

 
 Everleigh Constance Cyr, daughter of 

Deanna Salter & David Cyr, on Sunday, 
October 13th. 

 
 Darlene Wong, on Sunday, October 20th. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
 

October 6th: 
Given by Louise Donovan & Family, in loving 
memory of Dorothy Beebe. 
 

October 13th: 
Given by the Andrus Family, in loving memory of Mum and 
Papa Andrus. 
 

October 20th: 
Given by Art & Joyce Marsh, in loving memory of Joyce’s 
parents’ anniversary. 
 

October 27th: 
Given by the Memorial Flower Fund by the Dorey Family and 
Nancy & Bob Stoll, in loving memory of Nancy’s parents, Ruth 
& Lawrence Dorey. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

We are in need of Coffee Hour hosts. A  
sign-up sheet is posted outside of the church 
office. Hosts will be responsible for filling 
and starting coffee and supplying cream, 
juice for children and if you choose, a simple 
snack (cookies, bread or fruit). Coffee and 
childrens' snacks are provided by the church. 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
We are seeking to form a small committee (3-5 people) whose 
purpose is to assess present and future building and property 
needs, determine estimated costs, brainstorm funding sources 
and suggest priorities and timelines. Approval for projects 
would be made, as appropriate, by the Church Council and/or 
the congregation. If anyone is interested in being a part of this 
group please contact Doug Hyde dkhydema@gmail.com or 
Pastor Chris at the church office. 
 
SANCTUARY GUILD 
The Sanctuary Guild is looking for a few new members to help 
with making sure the sanctuary is kept in order and all pew 
items are stocked and neat. Please contact the office at 
office@firstparishwestwood.org if you’d like to help. 
 
CANDLE HELP 
We are seeking help in ensuring worship candles are filled and 
in proper working order. Jim Aldinger will provide all necessary 
training. Please email the church office if you are interested in 
helping with candles. 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
 

A reminder that Daylight Savings begins on Sunday, November 3rd. 
 

Turn your clocks BACK one hour – or you’ll be really early for church! 
 


