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SAVE THE DATE: 
BEETHOVEN CONCERT 

 

MARCH 22, 2020  
 3:30PM 

 

To commemorate the 250th anniversary of 
Beethoven's birth, this violin-piano duo 
recital is dedicated to two of the most 
challenging works by Beethoven, 'The 
Kreutzer sonata' for violin and piano and 
'Waldstein' sonata for solo piano. Both 
works encompass Beethoven's edge to push 
the limits of each instrument to the highest 
caliber possible. Please join us, it is sure to 
be an exciting afternoon experiencing the 
mastery of Beethoven. 
 
Suggested Donation: $10 at the door 
 
Snow Date: Sunday, March 29th @ 3:30PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

FEBRUARY 26, 2020 
 
February 26th marks the beginning of 
Lent, the 40-day time of preparation 
for the joy of Easter.  
 
Everyone is invited to live into the 
season by participating in a variety of 
activities. Join worshipers from First 
Parish, First Baptist and St. John’s in 
an ecumenical worship service at St. 
John’s Church, Westwood at 7PM. 
Ashes and Communion will be 
offered. 

NEW MEMBERS MEETING 
 

MARCH 15, 2020  
 11:15AM-12:15PM 

 
For anyone who could not attend the January meeting about membership at First 
Parish, another meeting is scheduled for March 15th, from 11:15am – 12:15pm. 
 
This is an opportunity to learn more about First Parish, our shared beliefs and the 
meaning of membership in our family of faith.  
 
For those adults who might feel ready to embrace formal membership at First Parish, 
we would meet a second time for more in depth conversations. This would be in 
preparation for the reception new members in worship in the coming months. 
 
If you are interested joining in the 
conversation (whether or not you can 
attend on March 15th)  please confirm 
your interest with the church office 
office@firstparishwestood.org. 
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2020 HOLY WEEK AT FIRST PARISH OF WESTWOOD 
 

First Parish of Westwood cordially invites all to journey through the mystery of Holy Week to the glory of Easter by 
participating in our Holy Week worship services.   
 
Palm Sunday – April 5 
We will gather in the Meeting House at 10 AM for a worship service that 
celebrates Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  This marks the beginning of 
Holy Week – when Christians follow Jesus through the final days of his 
journey to the cross.      
 
Labyrinth Walk – April 8 
From 7-9 PM experience the ancient Christian spiritual practice of Labyrinth 
Meditation. The labyrinth’s path encourages walking meditation and serves 
as a metaphor for our spiritual journey. The walk will take place in the 
Gathering Hall.  Participants should wear comfortable clothing and socks, as 
shoes must be removed while on the labyrinth.  
 
Maundy Thursday – April 9 
Worshippers are invited to remember the last evening Jesus shared with his disciples in the upper room and in the 
garden. We will enter into the powerful story of this night through three moments:   

 6 PM       Sharing in a simple supper of soup and bread in the Gathering Hall. 

 7 PM       Partaking in Sacrament of Holy Communion in the Gathering Hall. 

 7:30 PM  Service of Shadows in the sanctuary, focusing upon the arrest of   
                               Jesus and the desertion by the disciples. This service will begin  
                               outside the sanctuary, in the church lobby.  

 
You are invited to join us for the entire evening or for whatever portions you find meaningful for you and your 
family.  
 
Good Friday – April 10 
The sanctuary will be open from 5PM to 8PM for those who wish to remember and reflect upon on the crucifixion 
of Jesus.  This is a self-guided experience which will allow everyone to move at their own pace. 
 
Easter Sunday* – April 12 
We will fill our Meeting House with colorful flowers and glorious music to celebrate the good news of the 
resurrection. Rejoice with us! Multigenerational worship with celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Service begins at 10am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Please note that if the parking lot is full on Easter Sunday, parking is available at Westwood High School. If 
people are able to park there to start, this would free up spaces in the church lot and would be much 
appreciated. Please DO NOT park in St. Mark's parking lot as they will be holding services at the same time. 
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FROM THE PASTOR 
 REV. CHRISTOPHER L. DODGE 

 

 
 
 

 
 

With the news of my new call now official, the next few months will be a time of 
preparing for transition for me, my family and First Parish. My ministry at First 
Parish will conclude on Sunday, May 3rd.  Along with walking together (one more 
time) through the Lenten journey, I will be busy packing; sharing information and 
observations with staff, lay leaders and the congregation; and engaging in a host of 
farewells. I have been reminded that since the Harvest Dinner had to be postponed, 
I still owe the church a dinner. That will happen too! 

 
 
With the guidance and support of our Southern New England Conference UCC, work will begin on securing an Interim 
Minister who will step in after my departure. Most likely, a small committee will be gathered to interview candidates and 
select one who is the best match for First Parish. Your Interim Minister will play a vital role in preparing First Parish for 
the next settled pastor. Your new Moderator, Sharon Hobbs, will do an excellent job helping the church navigate this 
process.  As this time coincides with the journey from Lent to the Eastertide, I am reminded of the promises of God - to 
offer comfort and guidance on the journey, from endings through to new beginnings.  
 
On behalf of Lynne and Nick, let me say how grateful we are for the outpouring of excitement and support for my new 
ministry, even amongst notes of sadness. Please know there is much we will miss about First Parish. I leave here a better 
pastor, with a grateful heart for the faithful, hopeful, generous presence of so many, sustaining First Parish and leading it 
on a path toward a bright future. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Chris 

 

Pastor Chris will be away on vacation from 
February 24 – March 3. Pastoral Coverage 
will be in place.  If a need arises, please 
contact the Church Office at 781-326-5344. 

 

LENT TAKE HOME DEVOTIONALS 

Take home devotionals for all ages will be available in the lobby. Please feel free to help yourself! 

 
For Adults: 

 Deliver Us 

 For Children: 

 The Disciple Ship: Faithful Fishing with Jesus 
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WORSHIP 
The worship theme for this Lent and Easter will be “Seeing Clearly.” It is 
inspired from these words by Meghan Meros, Associate Director of the 
Franciscan Mission Service.  

 

Perhaps your moments of clarity come when your feet hit the floor and 
you greet a new day. Or, maybe for you, it’s just the opposite. Maybe 
you see best in the dark of night, awakened not by insomnia but by 
something stirring in your heart.     
 

And what about the other moments that speckle your calendar and fill your hours? Is there a taste of Heaven 
when your baby rests quietly in your arms? When you return home from work, utterly exhausted yet deeply 
satisfied, is there a taste of heavenly bliss in that? If not, then what is it that gives you your window into the 
divine? 
 

Go ahead—take your time to sort that out. Take the next six weeks—all of Lent—if you need to. These are 
important reflections.   
 

In the meantime, you and I and all seekers out there can probably agree on this: those who have tasted Heaven 
on earth know goodness both by what it is, and by what it is not. People have opportunities to see life, God, 
themselves, and each other more clearly in times of sorrow, times of joy, and all the times in between. Vision is 
not the property of prophets; it is the inheritance all humans, who God loves enough to call friends…moments 
of clarity, stories from ordinary and extraordinary times when something shifted in their perception of self, 
others, and God, or from times when they really knew in their heart of hearts that they were seeing or 
experiencing truth. 
 

The Revised Common Lectionary passages for Lent offer amazing moments when people in the accounts see more 
clearly and we as disciples are called to do the same. 

  

      March 1 – First Sunday of Lent, Celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
                          Guest Preacher - Rev. Jane MacIntyre 
 

      March 8 – Second Sunday of Lent, Scout Sunday 
 

      March 15 – Third Sunday of Lent 
 

      March 22 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
                           Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism 
 

      March 29 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
                           Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism 

UPCOMING YOUTH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

COMMON CATHEDRAL  - MARCH 1ST 
First Parish is again participating with Common Cathedral on March 1st! Common Cathedral is the church for people 
who are experiencing homelessness in Boston. We will make and serve lunch, and then worship together with them. 
This opportunity is available to youth (teens) and their parents/guardians. We will invite others in the congregation to 
participate as space allows. This is a great outreach and sharing opportunity! If your youth is interested in participating, 
please contact Patricia Hatch at patricia.inspiration@gmail.com.  

 

CRADLES TO CRAYONS 
This spring, young people from First Parish will volunteer with Cradles to Crayons, an organization that provides basic 
necessities for children from birth to age twelve. This organization is a great blessing to low-income families. First Parish 
youth will sort and pack donations that will help families in the Greater Boston area and throughout Massachusetts. 
The date for volunteering is being determined and will be announced. 
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR MINISTER OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PATRICIA HATCH

We will be coming into the season of Lent again at the end of this month. It is so 
rich to travel through the liturgical year time and time again. Each time the same, 
and yet each time different as we are different. Some Eastern Orthodox call Lent 
the season of “Bright Sadness.” It is a season of grief that ends with the great 
celebration of Easter. “Bright Sadness” sounds like a good description to me. 
Maybe Advent could be described as “Dark Joyfulness?” 
 

How do you celebrate Lent? Do you have any special practices? Some people fast, 
others spend more time in prayer, devotional reading, and reflection. Other people 
give up vices or treats (chocolate, anyone?) and still others give time or money to 
charitable causes. 
 

How can families celebrate Lent? Families can read stories about Jesus, pray 
together, think of kind acts to do together (and do them!) or find a way to take care 
of our natural world together. Families can sing together or do an art project 
together. 
 

If you would like to share with me 
something you or your family 
does or used to do, I would very 
much enjoy hearing about it. I 
ordered a fun and meaningful 
devotional activity for children to 
do during Lent. Each family can 
pick one up at church at the 
beginning of Lent. 
 

The grief of the story of Jesus 
dying touches upon other griefs 
we carry in our hearts. The joy of 
the story of Jesus being raised 
touches upon the deep hopes and 
faith we carry in our hearts. The 
invitation of Lent and Easter is to 
feel it all and to live fully, 
blessedly, in the lives God has 
given us. 
 

May you have a Blessed Season of 
Bright Sadness and Then Joy, 
 

Patricia 

 

MARCH-APRIL CE SCHEDULE 
 

February 16  – 
Students remain in the sanctuary. First Sunday of February break. Special 
activities in the back of the church. 
 

February 23 –  
Students start in the sanctuary. “Four Friends” lesson. 
 

March 1 –  
Common Cathedral Day! Breakfast Club and younger students make 
lunches to take to Common Cathedral during class time. Sign up with 
Patricia if you would like to attend. Communion Sunday. 
 

March 8 –  
Students start in the sanctuary. "Widow's Offering" lesson.  
 

March 15 –  
Students start in the sanctuary. "Widow's Offering" lesson.  

 

March 22 –  
Students start in the sanctuary. "Last Supper" lesson.  
 

March 29 –  
Students start in the sanctuary. "Last Supper" lesson.  
 

April 5 –  
Students start in the classroom. "Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday" lesson. 
Combined Breakfast Club and younger class. 
 

April 12 –  
Easter Sunday Multigenerational Service. 
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FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
MARGERY  ERAMO  
 
 

During Lent we often decide to give up something.  I’m asking us to reflect that at coffee 
hours at church. I’m suggesting we go back to “healthy” snacks; mixed fruits, apple slices, 
cheese and crackers, goldfish snack crackers for the kids and young at heart. We did this 
years ago and it worked, let’s try again. 

Lent is a time to reflect on our lives and pray about how we can make this place we occupy in God’s kingdom better. In 
the following poem it talks about our life being a DASH. It gives us pause to think. Every thought, word, feeling, deed, 
pain, joy, all take place while living in the dash. We are not necessarily defined by our birth date; it only declares how old 
we are. We are not defined by our date of death, it alongside our birth date just declares how long we lived. However, 
that obscure dash, in the middle, is something to consider. How that dash is lived and fulfilled is really who the person is. 

The Dash  

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend. He referred to the 
dates on the tombstone from the beginning to the end. 
 
He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke of the following date with 
tears, but he said what mattered most of all was the dash between those years. 
 
For that dash represents all the time they spent alive on earth and now only those 
who loved them know what that little line is worth. 
 
For it matters not, how much we own, the cars, the house the cash. What matters 
is how we live and love and how we spend our dash. 
 
So, think about this long and hard; are there things you’d like to change? For you 
never know how much time is left that still can be rearranged. 
 
To be less quick to anger and show appreciation more and love the people in our 
lives like we’ve never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile, remembering that this special dash might only last a 
little while. 
 
So, when your eulogy is being read, with your life’s actions to rehash, would you be proud of the things they say about 
how you lived your dash? 
 

By Linda Ellis, Copyright © Inspire Kindness, 1996, thedashpoem.com. 

I’m going to reflect on my DASH during Lent, I hope you will join me. 

Many Blessings, 

Marge
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING UPDATE 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Congregational Meeting on February 9.   
 
The 2019 Actual Budget was presented with Total Income of $222,346, Total Expenditures of $324,925 and 
Transfers from Special Purpose Funds of $102,579 to balance the budget. 
 
The 2020 Proposed Budget was presented with Total Income of $198,009, Total Expenditures of $277,496 and 
Transfers from Special Purpose Funds of $79,487 to balance the budget. A big unknown at this time is 
compensation for an Interim Pastor, who will begin after Pastor Chris’ departure in May. A more detailed 
communication about the current financial outlook is forthcoming.  
 
Bob Deininger, Chair of the Open and Affirming Committee share an update to the progress on the discernment 
process. Members at the meeting were invited to participate in a non-binding Straw Poll, to help gauge 
congregational support before next steps.  Congregation members, who could not be there, and still wish to vote 
will be able to until March 1st.  
 
The meeting voted in a slate of Church Officers,  
an Assistant Treasurer and a Collector.  
 

 Moderator – Sharon Hobbs 
              Treasurer – Doug Hyde 
              Clerk – Judy Thomson 
              Assistant Treasurer – Barb Delisle 
              Collector – Ruth Aldinger 

 
 
 
 
We are grateful to Sharon and Ruth for stepping into their rolls; to Doug, Judy and Barb for continuing in their 
roles. We are indebted to Brian Bayer and his years of service as Moderator, helping to shepherd First Parish 
through property consolidation and the building project. We look forward to Sharon Hobbs leadership and are 
blessed to have her, especially in this upcoming time of transition. 
 
Following this meeting, a review the church’s governance and structure will begin. The goal will be to 
determine a model (whether the current one, a new one, or a hybrid) that may be best suited for 
supporting the current and future ministry of First Parish.  
 
At a congregational meeting before the end June 2020, a status update on the review process will be 
given. Also, at the meeting a proposed slate of ministry members, whether reflective of current 
structure or an interim structure, will be presented for approval.  The review process is expected to 
continue beyond the meeting this spring. 
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YARD SALE: SATURDAY, MAY 16th 
 

Our Spring Yard Sale is back and will take place on Saturday, May 16th from 8AM-2PM at the church. Many volunteers 
are needed for this event – sign-up sheets will soon be posted outside the office. Please consider volunteering. Watch 
for additional details coming soon! 

 Donations will be accepted  
starting May 14th. 

SAVE THE DATE: SPRING DINNER 
Saturday, March 28th  
5:30pm 
           
Pastor Chris is looking forward to hosting a Spring dinner. More details coming soon! 

 

LENTEN ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY 
“ENTERING THE PASSION OF JESUS” 
 

This six-session study will meet weekly during Lent, Tuesdays at 7 PM. If you cannot make all sessions, please 
join in on the ones you can attend. If you are interested in participating, a sign-up sheet will be available in the 
church lobby or you may email the church office at office@firstparishwestwood.org. 
 
In the words of renowned scholar and teacher Amy-Jill Levine, who wrote this study, “In every good story, there 
is history and there is risk and the stories of Holy Week, also call Passion Week, are brimming with both history 
and risk The history provides the foundation and often explains what’s going on and why. The risk brings the 
anticipation, the danger and potential for great loss or great reward. We explore both the history behind the 
stories of Holy Week and the risks taken not only by Jesus but also by his followers.” 
 
“This study and the story of Jesus’ last days bring with them several challenges: What do we stand for? What do 
we believe in? When do we stand up for those beliefs? We can also watch the disciples and ask ourselves, when 
have we denied or betrayed? How can we make it right?”  
 

March 10    Jerusalem: Risking Reputation 
 
March 17    The Temple: Risking Righteous Anger 
 
March 24    Teachings: Risking Challenge 
 
March 31    The First Dinner: Risking Rejection 
 
April 7         The Last Supper and Gethsemane: Risking the Loss of Friends & Temptation 
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CHANCEL FLOWERS 
 

 

February 16th 
Given by the Memorial Flower 
Fund, in loving memory of Pearl and 
William Klingenberg. 
 
February 23rd  
Given by Marge Eramo, in loving 
memory of her parents, Archie and 
Grace Howe. 

 

March 1st  
Given by Nancy Whitney, in loving memory of her parents, Joy 
and Arthur Raymond. 
 

March 8th  
Given by Barb, Jed & Scott Delisle, in loving memory of Judy, 
David and Susie Helgeson. 

 

March 15th  
Given by the Memorial Flower Fund and Nancy and Bob Stoll, in 
loving memory of Nancy’s grandparents, Iona and Edom Dorey & 
Christine and Clifford Fiske. 
 

March 22nd  
Given by Lloyd Clark, in loving memory of her mother, Lloyd 
Berry. 
 

March 29th  
Given by Roger & Anne Christian, in loving memory of their 
parents. 

 

April 5th  
Given by Art & Joyce Marsh, in loving memory of Art’s parents, 
Arthur and Olive Marsh. 
      

April 12th  
Easter Lilies and Tulips 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      LIFETIMES 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: 

 The family of Vern Tisdale, who passed away 
January 25th. A Service of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving for Vern’s life was held at First 
Parish on Friday, February 7th. 

 

 The family of Ron Arntz, who passed away on 
January 23rd.  

o A memorial service for Ron will be 
held on Saturday, February 29th at 
1:00pm at the Stratford St. United 
Church located at 77 Stratford St., 
West Roxbury, MA. There will be a 
reception immediately following the 
service.  

o Memorial gifts may be made to 
Rose’s Bounty, West Roxbury’s only 
food pantry. Ron donated the seed 
money that became Rose’s Bounty, in 
memory of his mother, Rose Arntz, a 
member of SSUC who was known for 
her delicious cooking. 

 

 Darlene Wong Cancell on the recent passing 
of her father. 

EASTER DEDICATIONS 
 

Easter Sunday is April 12th. If you would like to 
dedicate a plant on Easter Sunday to a loved one, 
or make a donation to Special Music in someone’s 
honor, please complete the order form on page 10 
and return it and your payment to the church 
office by Thursday, April 2nd. 

APRIL IS HEALTHCARE DECISIONS MONTH 
 

April is National Healthcare Decisions Month. To 
access free healthcare planning documents, please 
visit: 
 
https://www.honoringchoicesmass.com/news/april-
national-healthcare-decisions-month/ 
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EASTER DEDICATIONS, 2020 
 

In dedication of loved ones, I would like to: (check space) 
 

  :  Place a plant in church at Easter ($10 each).  I would like to order  . 
 

  :  I will pick up my plant(s) after the 10:00 AM service on Easter Sunday. 
 

  :  Please deliver to someone in need. 
 

  :  Make a gift of $  to be used for SPECIAL MUSIC. 
 

All memorial gifts will be acknowledged in the Easter worship bulletin. Please print your dedication below: 

DEDICATED TO: GIVEN BY: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Enclosed is a check for $ to cover the above gift(s).  Please make checks payable to First Parish of Westwood, and 
 

send this form to the church office, 252 Nahatan St., Westwood, MA  02090 by Thursday, April 2nd. 
 
 


